Introductory.
When I was invited to read a paper at a meeting of this Society, I was pulled in two directions. On the one hand I appreciated the compliment very highly, as the Society has such an honourable history, and I was tempted because I knew that I should be amongst friends. On the other hand there was the difficulty of a choice of subject. We seem to have entered a period of comparative calm after years of rapid progress, and it would not be easy for me to find much to say on any recent advances in our special subjects. Fortunately the situation was relieved by the way in which your President worded his invitation. He was kind enough to say that he thought an address on general lines in the way of a retrospect of the changes which had taken place in gynaecology and obstetrics during my professional life would be of interest. This seemed a comparatively easy way out?so I agreed. Some years ago I gave a lecture on somewhat similar lines, but this was never published, although a few private copies were printed, and I am hoping that the few who read that lecture have now forgotten it, as I shall have to quote it rather freely. I must apologise if here and there some autobiographical notes appear. It is difficult to avoid that altogether when one reviews the past. After linking up the past with the present, I shall add some reflections on present day practice.
The period under review begins practically in 1880, and I wish to stress the point that the thirty years between 1880 and 1910 embrace the most eventful period in surgical history since the beginning of knowledge. It is true that this progress was mainly the result of the practical application of discoveries which had been made some years previously. It may be thought that by going back to earlier years I should have included the discovery of anaesthetics and the introduction of the antiseptic system. But 
